
      

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To The Bank  
Five Habits to Optimize Your Finances 

 

Celebrate February 
 

Welcome to the 

Money Matters Monthly 

February 2014 edition.  

 

We hope that you will be 

informed, educated and 

entertained.  

 

It is yours absolutely free! Dig 

in and enjoy! 

 

And… remember to 

appreciate your Bookkeeper 

or Accountant this month! 

 

Sincerely,   

 

Marla J. Blanchard,  

Chief Solutions Officer 

 

P.S. Once you are done with 

our publication, please pass 

on to a friend or colleague.  

 

“Putting the pieces together 

for your balanced 

bookkeeping solution” 
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Quotes to Ponder 
 

“There are a terrible lot of 

lies going about the world, 

and the worst of it is that 

half of them are true.”  

- Winston Churchill 

 

“People often say that 

motivation doesn't last. 

Well, neither does bathing 

- that's why we 

recommend it daily.”  

- Zig Ziglar 

 

“It's not that I'm so smart, 

it's just that I stay with 

problems longer.” 

-Albert Einstein 

If you ask most people, they 

will tell you there are 

aspects of their financial life 

that they would like to get 

under a bit more control.  

 

Maybe they’d like to put 

more away into savings, 

maybe they’d like to cut 

expenses, or maybe they’d 

just like to squeeze the most 

value out of every dollar. 

 

Here are 5 habits that can 

help get your (or your loved 

ones’) financial life in 

order…or just help optimize 

it.  

 

One Expense at a Time 

 

When people undertake 

financial planning or saving 

they tend to look at the 

entire process in its entirety. 

Needless to say, this can get 

very intimidating and 

daunting.  

 

In general, people have a 

hard time following through 

(and in return, succeeding) 

when they are faced with 

the prospect of such a 

severe change.  

 

Rather, when altering your 

financial activity, such as 

cutting on down on 

expenses for example, take 

a look at one chunk at a 

time; in this example, on 

expense. Track this one 

expense until you get it 

handled and form new 

habits, then move onto the 

next one.  

“Slow and steady wins the 

race” is certainly true in this 

case. Better make the 

changes over time and 

succeed than fail quickly. 

 

Automate Savings  

 

There are now plenty of tools 

out there that allow you to 

automate a large chunk of 

your finances.  

 

For example, you can 

automatically withdraw 

portions of each paycheck 

to distribute to a savings 

account.  

 

Or, you can make multiple 

distributions to multiple 

accounts. For example, you 

can distribute a portion to a 

checking account for 

discretionary spending, to 

another account for savings, 

and to a third for paying bills. 

  

Managing finances is like 

anything else: it becomes 

easier when you can 

automate the process and 

not have to think about it. 

These types of tools allow us 

to beat our human nature 

and do better for ourselves. 

 

Monthly Bill Review/Audit 

 

Monthly cycles provide a 

perfect timeline to pause 

and review your financial 

situation. Do a monthly audit 

of your expenses and see if 

there are improvements, or 

any red flags.  

 

You can then make the 

decision to keep going in the 

same direction or pivot.  

 

On a related note… 

 

Track Progress 

 

You can’t manage or 

improve what you don’t 

measure.  

 

Track your progress so that 

you can see exactly what 

ramifications your actions are 

having.  

 

Having actual data to 

visualize what is happening 

rather than doing things “by 

feel” will allow you to make 

concrete changes that can 

improve your finances.  

 

The added benefit of 

tracking is that it reinforces 

the changes you are making 

by showing you the positive 

effects your actions are 

having.  

 

Positive reinforcements 

motivate, ensuring you keep 

going with your new habits. 

 

Application… 

 

The truth is these types of 

habits can be applied to all 

aspects of life…not just 

finances.  

 

We are extremely lucky to be 

living in a time that provides 

us the tools to help us get the 

most out of our work and 

efforts. 

 

 

http://holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/february.htm
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Travel Expense Hacks 

 

Get Rewards Cards: If you’re 

going to be using credit 

cards anyway, why not use 

some that give you rewards 

for using them? 

 

If you travel a lot, for 

example, airline miles cards 

provide some great benefits; 

often providing a large 

signup bonus. 

 

When searching for travel 

online: Travel giant Orbitz 

openly stated that Apple 

users get routed to pricier 

options because they spend 

more. Even if you’re not using 

Apple, make sure you look 

for the best deal.  

 

When searching for travel 

plans online, make sure to 

clear your history, cache and 

cookies and possibly save.  

 

One experimenter saw prices 

$50 lower for the same trip 

after doing this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This past holiday season Canadian airline 

company WestJet created one of the 

greatest viral marketing campaigns to 

date.  

 

Over 35 million people have seen the 

video on WestJet’s YouTube account. 

And that number of views doesn’t include 

all the other channels and copycat 

uploaders around the net. So needless to 

say, a lot of people have seen the video.  

 

If you haven’t seen it yourself, just jump 

onto Google and search for “WestJet 

Christmas.”  

 

It may seem impossible for small 

businesses to replicate a campaign like 

this. After all, most of us don’t have million 

dollar budgets for one video. But most of 

us aren’t trying to reach 10s of millions of 

viewers either.  

 

There are plenty of lessons that any 

business can take away from this 

campaign and apply for their own mini 

viral campaign. We’ll focus on three here. 

And it doesn’t take huge budgets to 

come create these. They don’t even 

necessarily have to be in video format.  

 

1. Go Where You Audience Is 

 

WestJet put out their content onto 

YouTube; a platform that already has a 

huge user base. And since WestJet is 

really targeting the general flying 

population, a platform like this with a 

huge segment of the general population 

is perfect. 

 

They didn’t just upload a video to their 

own website where people were less likely 

to see it. 

 

Of course, it also doesn’t hurt that this 

format of content makes for easy sharing, 

which helps with the whole “going viral” 

thing. 

 

 

 

2. Scrap Traditional 

 

WestJet could have easily opted for a 

more traditional route with a TV ad. 

Instead, they went with an online video.  

This has a ton of advantages. Not the 

least of which is cost. Once they video is 

produced, it doesn’t cost anything to 

upload it online. On the other hand, it 

would be very costly to run the same 

video on TV.  

 

Viewers also don’t have the capability 

to easily share a TV ad the way they do 

a YouTube video.  

 

Of course, if the ad is intriguing or 

entertaining enough it would likely make 

its way onto YouTube anyway. And that 

brings us to the third lesson… 

 

3. Tell a Story 

 

The purpose of this campaign was 

brand recognition more so than direct 

sales. Of course, when you get this much 

exposure it is sure to bring plenty of sales 

on the back end (so be prepared to 

handle those!).  

 

But a campaign like this needs to tell a 

story. It needs to hit on human emotions. 

People share based on feelings…so a 

simple discussion of the benefits of your 

product or service isn’t going to cut it 

unless it is something absolutely 

revolutionary and awe-inspiring. 

 

Make people feel. And they will return 

the favor by spreading your content. 

 

 

 

 

 

Marketing Moment Ideas for Financial Growth 

 
Planning out Your Idea Life…One Day at a Time 
Three Lessons from a Viral 

Video Campaign 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Winston Churchill is often 

viewed as one of the wittiest 

people in history; being one 

of the most quoted 

people…ever.  

 

But his “witticisms” were 

actually planned weeks in 

advance.  

 

Churchill would study the 

issues and analyze all possible 

social interactions. When it 

came time to interact with 

others, Churchill was 

prepared.  

 

This was done more or less 

out of necessity…to battle a 

speech impediment. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.mjbsbookkeeping.com 

 

FACEBOOK: 

MJBsBookkeeping 

 

TWITTER: 

@MJBSolutions 
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#630128 
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E-MAIL: 
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PLAY SUDOKU 

SOLUTION (Don’t Cheat!) 

Thank you! 

We hope you enjoyed this 

month’s edition of Money 

Matters Monthly.  

 

Thank you for being a 

Valued Follower of MJB’s 

Bookkeeping Solutions. 

 

We appreciate referral 

business!  Receive a $25 Gift 

Card of your choice when 

your referral books their 

business with MJB’s 

Bookkeeping Solutions! 

 

Marla J. Blanchard 

 

Funny Bone 
 

“A Lack of Ears” 
 

Always self-conscious of 

his lack of ears, whenever 

Bob would interview a 

future employee, he 

would ask him “what do 

you notice different 

about me?” 

 

If the interviewee 

mentioned his lack of 

ears, which they often 

did, he would instantly 

decide not to hire them. 

 

However if the employee 

would mention 

something else, he would 

hire the guy. 

 

One year, at the yearly 

Holiday business party, 

Bob approached his 

most recent hireling and 

asked him if he 

remembered the last 

question he had asked 

him when interviewing 

him for the job.  

 

“Sure I do” was his reply. 

“You asked me what was 

different about you and I 

said that you were 

wearing contact lenses.” 

 

 “Of all things to answer”, 

Bob questioned curiously, 

“why was that the thing 

you noticed?”  

 

“Well, to be honest, it was 

quite simple…. 

 

…How could you possibly 

be wearing glasses if you 

don’t have any ears!?” 

 

 

 

Like this newsletter? Love our service?  

We would greatly appreciate your 

feedback and an honest review on 

our Google Local Page, or on YELP.  It 

will only take a few moments, and it 

would mean a lot to us.  

http://www.mjbsbookkeeping.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MJBsBookkeeping/
https://twitter.com/@MJBSolutions/
mailto:solutions@mjbsbookkeepingsolutions.com
mailto:solutions@mjbsbookkeepingsolutions.com
https://www.google.com/+MJBsBook
http://www.yelp.com/biz/mjbs-bookkeeping-solutions-simi-valley-2

