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Quotes to Ponder 
 

“I’m not going to pay 

taxes. When they say I’m 

going to prison, I’ll say no, 

prisons cost taxpayers a lot 

of money. You keep what 

it would have cost to 

incarcerate me, and we’ll 

all it even.” – Jimmy 

Kimmel 

 
“If one does not know to 

which port one is sailing, 

no wind is favorable.” 

-Seneca 

 

“Perpetual optimism is a 

force multiplier.”  

- Colin Powell 

The internet has provided us 

with access to countless 

amazing tools to make our 

lives easier. Of course, you 

have to pay for many of 

these tools. But a surprising 

number of professionally 

made tools and software 

are free…completely free.  

 

Depending on your 

personal or business 

situation and needs, 

tapping into some of these 

free tools can provide for 

some great savings. So let’s 

talk about a few options 

here… 

 

Office Solutions 

 

It’s hard to think of a 

business that doesn’t need 

some sort of office solution. 

From documents, to 

spreadsheets to slide 

presentations…these are all 

common business (and 

often personal) needs.  

 

While Microsoft is still the 

leader in this space, it 

comes at a price. And there 

are several completely free 

solutions that just may meet 

your needs if you don’t 

need to get extremely 

advanced. The three free 

solutions leading the way in 

this field are: OpenOffice, 

LibreOffice and Google 

Drive (which also happens 

to double as cloud storage). 

 

Customer Relationships 

 

If you have a decent sized 

customer list, you are  

 

probably in need of a CRM (if 

you don’t have one already). 

SalesForce is probably the 

most well-known CRM on the 

market.  

 

But it comes at a price. 

Luckily, there are a few 

completely free CRM systems 

that you can use to get 

started if you don’t want to 

invest in a big-name CRM 

system.  

 

One such option is OpenCRX. 

It also has integration with 

PrestaShop (a free e-

commerce platform if you are 

in need of one of those as 

well). Fat Free CRM is another 

option that might interest you 

as well. 

 

You also have the option of 

adding CRM capabilities to 

your Gmail inbox through an 

add-on called Streak (found 

at Streak.com).  

 

Invoicing 

 

You always want to have a 

paper trail. It’s good for your 

records…and it makes life 

much easier for your 

accountant!  

 

There are several free 

invoicing solutions that you 

can implement to make 

creating this paper trail easier 

than ever.  

 

There are template tools such 

as invoiceomatic.io, 

invoiceto.me, and billable.me 

that allow you to fill in details 

then simply save 

 

your invoice in PDF format 

and email it to your customer 

(and yourself).  

 

There are also we-based 

invoice management tools 

such as invoiceable.co, 

boxbilling.com, and 

simpleinvoices.org. These are 

hosted solutions for which 

you can create an account.  

 

But if you want even more 

control, you can actually self-

host your own invoicing 

management software with 

something like 

FusionInvoice.com.  

 

You download it and install it 

on your own server. It’s free 

forever and you have full 

control over the tool 

because it’s on your server. 

 

And Many More… 

 

These are just a few 

examples within a few 

categories of free tools 

available for your disposal.  

 

Some businesses need 

advanced functionality from 

certain tools…and those are 

certainly worth paying for.  

 

But other businesses can 

certainly manage with the 

vast array of free software. 

This is a great opportunity to 

save some (or maybe a lot) 

of money.   

 

Are you paying for something 

you don’t necessarily need? 

 

March and Spring 

Forward!  
 

Welcome to the Money 

Matters Monthly March 2014 

edition.  

 

We hope that you will be 

informed, educated and 

entertained.  

 

It is yours absolutely free! Dig 

in and enjoy! 

 

Best, 

 

Marla J. Blanchard, 

Chief Solutions Officer 

 

 

 “Putting the pieces together 

for your balanced 

bookkeeping solution” 
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On Productivity: 

 
“It’s normal to have days 

where you just can’t work 

and days where you’ll work 

12 hours straight. Work more 

when you’re in the zone. 

Relax when you’re not.” – 

Alain Paquin 

 

“Only plan for 4-5 hours of 

real work per day. Days 

always fill up.” –David 

Hansson 

 

“Your time is $1000/hour, and 

you need to act accordingly. 

Respect your time and make 

it respected.” – Jason Cohen 

 

“Doing is better than perfect” 

– Facebook company motto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are certain times in our lives where 

we forget to be smart with our money 

and tend to overspend. In the moment it 

feels right. But after the fact the 

pendulum swings and you regret the 

spending.  

 

Here are 4 common instances of over-

spending and how to avoid them. 

 

Tax Refund 

 

Since we are now into tax season, this is a 

good place to start.  

 

People often view their tax returns as a 

nice little bonus that happens to hit their 

bank account. It sure feels like a bonus, 

anyway. You now have money that you 

didn’t have yesterday.  

 

But it’s important to remember that this 

isn’t a bonus. You’re just getting your hard 

earned money back. This is money that 

you basically lent the government 

interest-free. If you had held onto it and 

invested it, you would have had more of it 

now. But instead, the government held on 

to it and invested it. So they have more of 

it…not you. 

 

When you shift your focus and realize that 

you actually have less than you should 

have. You’ll be less likely to overspend. 

 

An Actual Bonus 

 

Business had a good year? Or maybe you 

had a good year as an employee? Great 

news! A bonus is in order.  

 

But that great news happens to go sour 

very quickly for many people when they 

realize they have burned through all of 

that money quickly and are now back to 

square one.  

 

 

It is important to plan ahead and 

budget for what you are going to do 

with that bonus when it comes your 

way. Sometimes it is a surprise and you 

can’t really plan ahead for it. But it’s 

important to be conscious of your 

emotions so you don’t take celebrating 

too far.  

 

End of the Day  

 

Speaking of emotions, the end of a day 

can be a dangerous time for spending; 

especially the end of a bad day.  

 

Tired, hungry, annoyed? These are all 

emotions that are conducive to 

overspending. Sometimes it’s splurging 

on food; and sometimes it’s trying to feel 

better with a little retail therapy.  

 

This is where emotional intelligence is of 

the utmost importance yet again. 

Realize what you are feeling in the 

moment and why you are about to 

overspend. Now project that into the 

future and think about how you will be 

feeling after the fact.  

 

Being conscious of one’s emotions can 

be a financial lifesaver. It’s amazing how 

much our emotions tie into our finances. 

 

Happy Hour 

 

Had a few drinks? Chances are your 

good sense is going out the window with 

each additional drink you have. And 

pretty soon you’re yelling out “I got the 

next round.”  

 

Plan ahead and only carry enough cash 

to limit yourself to what you are 

comfortable with spending. If you have 

to, leave the credit card at home, in the 

car, or hand it to your designated driver. 

 

Be Smart…. 

 

As is often the case, planning goes a 

long way; but so does being present in 

the moment. Do those two things and 

you will avoid these situations. 

 

Common Cents Finance Sense & Well-Being 

 
Planning out Your Idea Life…One Day at a Time 
4 Common Overspending  

Situations…And How to 

Avoid Them 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Technology is certainly 

rapidly progressing.  

 

Photography has been at the 

forefront of that progress.  

 

We now have cameras on 

our phones and social 

networks focused strictly on 

photos (i.e. Instagram).  

 

Digital cameras have also 

drastically improved in 

quality, and drastically 

decreased in price (for the 

quality).  

 

This has resulted in an 

astonishing fact… 

 

10% of the world’s 

photographs have been 

taken in the last year. 

 

Shocking when you consider 

the invention of photography 

dating back to the early 

1800s. 
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We’re on the Web! 
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Puzzle courtesy of 

 sudoku-puzzles.net 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PLAY SUDOKU 

SOLUTION (Don’t Cheat!) 

Thank you! 

We hope you enjoyed this 

month’s edition of Money 

Matters Monthly.  

 

Thank you for being a 

Valued Follower of MJB’s 

Bookkeeping Solutions. 

 

We appreciate referral 

business!  Receive a $25 Gift 

Card of your choice when 

your referral books their 

business with MJB’s 

Bookkeeping Solutions! 

 

Marla J. Blanchard 

 

Funny Bone 

 
“Is this Russian courtesy?” 

 

 

An American tourist in 

Moscow found himself 

needing to get rid of a 

large supply of garbage 

from his recent stay at an 

apartment.  

 

After a long search, he 

just couldn't find any 

place to discard of it. So, 

he just went down one of 

the side streets to dump it 

there. 

 

Yet, he was stopped by a 

Moscow police officer, 

who said, "Hey you, what 

are you doing?" 

 

"I have to throw this 

away," replied the tourist. 

 

"You can't throw it away 

here. Look, follow me," 

the policeman offered. 

 

The police officer led him 

to a beautiful garden 

with lots of grass, pretty 

flowers, and manicured 

hedges.  

 

"Here," said the cop, 

"dump all the garbage 

you want." 

 

The American shrugs, 

opens up the large bags 

of garbage, and dumps 

them right on the flowers. 

 

"Thanks for giving me a 

place to dump this stuff. 

This is very nice of you. Is 

this Russian courtesy?" 

asked the tourist. 

 

"No. This is the American 

Embassy." 
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